
 

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF FLORIDA 

 
Case No: 1:64-cv-00721-KMW 

 
 

DENISE SHARPTON, et al., 
 
 Plaintiffs, 
 
v. 
 
THE SCHOOL BOARD OF INDIAN 
RIVER COUNTY, FLORIDA, f/k/a 
THE BOARD OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION 
OF INDIAN RIVER COUNTY, FLORIDA, 
 

Defendant. 
      / 

JOINT MOTION TO MODIFY 2018 JOINT PLAN BY APPROVING THE 
WORKGROUP AS REPLACEMENT FOR EQUITY COMMITTEE  

 
The Indian River County Chapter of the National Association for the Advancement of 

Colored People (the “NAACP”) and the School District of Indian River County (the “District”) 

jointly submit this Motion to Modify the 2018 Joint Plain [DE 127] by Approving the Proposed 

Workgroup as Replacement for Equity Committee (the “Motion”). 

On January 28, 2022, the Parties submitted the Sixth Joint Status Update, a 77-page 

document [DE 222] that identified significant areas of disagreement between the Parties. Since 

then, the Parties have engaged in multiple productive mediation sessions and renewed their 

commitment to work cooperatively for the District to achieve unitary status. See [DE 225] 

(Mediation Report indicating that “The parties agreed to essential terms of settlement, and partially 

agreed to others.”) On a February 8, 2022 mediation session, the Parties collaborated on a Joint 

Workgroup Plan, attached as Exhibit A. If approved by the Court, the proposed Joint Workgroup 

Case 1:64-cv-00721-KMW   Document 227   Entered on FLSD Docket 02/25/2022   Page 1 of 3



 

will replace the Equity Committee established under the 2018 Joint Plan. As noted in the Sixth 

Joint Status Update, the parties agree that the Equity Committee is not the most effective means 

of monitoring compliance going forward and believe that the Workgroup will allow the parties to 

work together more efficiently. The parties expect the issues raised in the Fifth and Sixth Joint 

Status Update will be resolved through the Workgroup process.  

The Parties seek Court approval of the Joint Workgroup Plan as a modification to the 2018 

Joint Plan pursuant to Section 10 of the 2018 Joint Plain, which provides that changes to the plan 

“may be made in writing and upon mutual agreement.” [DE 222 at 11].  

Date:  February 25, 2022   Respectfully submitted, 

 By:/s/ Sabria A. McElroy   
Sabria A. McElroy 
(Florida Bar No. 095657) 
Stuart H. Singer 
(Florida Bar No. 377325) 
Vanessa Tussey 
(Florida Bar No. 125147) 
Boies Schiller Flexner 
401 East Las Olas Blvd., Suite 1200 
Fort Lauderdale, Florida 33301 
Telephone: (954) 356-0011 
Facsimile: (954) 356-0022 
ssinger@bsfllp.com 
smcelroy@bsfllp.com 
vtussey@bsfllp.com 
ftleserve@bsfllp.com 
 
Jon L. Mills (pro hac vice) 
(Florida Bar No. 148286) 
Boies Schiller Flexner 
100 SE 2nd St., Suite 2800 
Miami, FL 33131 
Telephone: (305) 357-8449 
Facsimile: (305) 357-8549  
jmills@bsfllp.com 
 
Attorneys for Plaintiffs 
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/s/ Matthew J. Carson  
MATTHEW J. CARSON  
Florida Bar No. 0827711  
mcarson@sniffenlaw.com  
MOLLY L. SHADDOCK  
Florida Bar No.: 28358  
mshaddock@sniffenlaw.com  
SNIFFEN & SPELLMAN, P.A.  
123 North Monroe Street  
Tallahassee, Florida 32301  
Telephone: (850) 205-1996  
Facsimile: (850) 205-3004  
 
Counsel for The School Board  
of Indian River County, FL 

 
 
 

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
 
 I HEREBY CERTIFY that on February 25, 2022, I filed the foregoing document with the 

Clerk of Court using the CM/ECF system, which will send notification of such filing to all counsel 

of record. 

 
/s/ Matthew J. Carson  
MATTHEW J. CARSON  
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