
         Evidence of Progress Monitoring  

Date:   

 

10/23/2020 

School/Department:  Curriculum & Instruction 

Action Step #  

and Description: 
(If more than one action step 

is evidenced here, please 

include all action step #’s and 

a brief description of each.)        

    
Action Step 3.1 - Individuals with Disabilities Education Act - SPSS 

 

Increase knowledge and skills of school-based Local Educational Agency (LEA) representatives in monitoring 
and implementing compliance and accountability standards as related to Individuals with Disabilities Education 
Act (IDEA) eligibility determinations, through intensive professional development sessions and ongoing 
technical assistance. 

 

Explanation of Evidence:   
 

Monthly Resource Specialist Meeting 10.14.20- see agenda 

Results of Action Taken: Monthly 6 hour professional development was provided to our site based RS’s and Charter school RS’s. 

Reflection: Review pre/post with participants. 
Review each sites action plan/ agenda to share and disseminate information to site based staff  
 
 

 

School District of Indian River County 
#SDIRCStrongerTogether 

 
 
 
 



    David K. Moore, Ed.D., Superintendent                                                                 School District of Indian River County 

 

 

Resource Specialist Meeting 
October 14th, 2020 

 
Participants: Matina Pappalardo, Jessica Rojas, Thomas Stull, Rachelle Tolliver, Kathryn Wolf, Daphne Mathews 

 
Desired outcome: Update LEA’s with additional compliance guidance. 

Topics Person responsible Time Frame 
 

Welcome Tolliver 8:00-8:10 

Pre Test Stull 8:10-8:20 

Plan B Eligibility Gifted Eligibility, 
and Culturally Responsive Practices 
and Strategies in the Educational 
Setting 

Rojas/Matthews 8:20-9:35 

Updates-IRVS, Shared Documents, 
Item Submission Per Week 

Tolliver 9:35-10:00 

Break ALL 10:00-10:15 

FLDOE LRE Guidance Tolliver 10:15-11:15 

Post Test Stull 11:15-11:30 

• October 5, 2020 - Least Restrictive Environment (LRE) and Distance Education - Slide Deck (PDF) 
• October 5, 2020 - Least Restrictive Environment (LRE) and Distance Education - Webinar Recording 

 

Office of Strategic Planning & Support Services 
Pamela Dampier, Assistant Superintendent 

 

Department of Exceptional Student Education 
Matina Pappalardo, Director of Exceptional Student Education 

 

http://www.fldoe.org/core/fileparse.php/19861/urlt/LREPres.pdf
https://register.gotowebinar.com/recording/1278315718284615170


Welcome

Resource Specialist Meeting 10.14.20



AGENDA



Pre Assessment



Plan B Eligibility Gifted 
Eligibility, and Culturally 
Responsive Practices 
and Strategies in the 
Educational Setting



Updates

• New RS Training Upcoming

• Buddy/Mentor System/Notes

• Frontline all must register- set calendar back to August

• Shared Documents Update Weekly



Shared Documents-RS Team Site



Indian River 
Virtual School

Each School site will be responsible for their home-zoned student attending IRVS.

IRVS- Andrea Cosner 564-3156



Please share one 

item per week of 

news to share across 

the district in your ESE 

classrooms. Use 

shared document 

link.

ESE News



• October 5, 2020 - Least Restrictive Environment (LRE) 

and Distance Education - Slide Deck (PDF)

• October 5, 2020 - Least Restrictive Environment (LRE) 

and Distance Education - Webinar Recording

LRE Requirements and Considerations

http://www.fldoe.org/core/fileparse.php/19861/urlt/LREPres.pdf
https://register.gotowebinar.com/recording/1278315718284615170


Post Test
THANK YOU





CHILD FIND PROCEDURAL 
OVERVIEW

DEPARTMENT OF EXCEPTIONAL STUDENT EDUCATION



AGENDA

Child Find Overview

Rule Out Considerations

District Procedures

Q & A



THE CHILD FIND 
PROCESS: 

LOCATION, 
EVALUATION AND 
IDENTIFICATION 

• The IDEA and its regulations require that 

all states have policies and procedures 

in place to ensure that all children with 

disabilities within that state who are in 

need of special education and related 

services are “identified, located and 

evaluated.” 34 C.F.R. § 300.111(a)(i). 

* This includes children with disabilities 

who are homeless or wards of the state 

and children attending private schools. 



CHILD FIND

1. District’s are obligated to seek out and identify all 

eligible students with disabilities within their jurisdiction.

2. Student’s must receive an appropriate and non-

discriminatory assessment prior to eligibility.



CHILD FIND & 
APPROPRIATE 
EVALUATION

Major Components of Appropriate, Non-

discriminatory Assessment Include:

• All areas of suspected disability assessed

• Eligibility decisions made by a team

• Students must demonstrate evidence of 

specific criteria to be found eligible

• Appropriately trained individuals provide the 

assessments

• Assessments appropriate with regard to 

linguistic and cultural background, age, and 

suspected disability 



RULE-OUT FACTORS 
AND IMPACT ON 

ELIGIBILITY 



CONSIDERATIONS DURING DATA REVIEW AND ELIGIBILITY 
DETERMINATION 

Has the team considered 
data from multiple sources?

(i.e.-parent interview, 
school records, 

observations, state based 
assessments, standardized 

assessments, etc..)

Is there documentation of 
fidelity of implementation of 

interventions?

Has the team carefully 
considered each “rule-out 
factor” and the impact it 

may have on the student’s 
response to intervention?



RULE OUT 
FACTORS FOR SLD

• The MTSS team must rule out 

causes such as:

• Vision

• Hearing

• Motor disabilities

• Cognitive or emotional 

disabilities

• Cultural factors

• Environmental or economic 

disadvantages

• Limited English proficiency



RULE OUT FACTORS COMPLIANCE 

State Board of Education Rule 6A-6.03018, F.A.C

“A Specific Learning Disability does not include learning problems that 
are primarily the result of a visual, hearing, motor, intellectual, or 

emotional/behavioral disability, limited English proficiency, or 
environmental, cultural, or economic factors”.



SLD/LI SPECIAL CONSIDERATIONS

Eligibility and rule out factors are similar 

Evaluate the “whole child” and describe the child in a manner 
that reflects present need

* Note: Carefully consider the data when determining the root 
cause(s) of deficits. Moving towards a LI eligibility (due to age of 
student) to ensure protections and accommodations are in place, 
in some cases may delay SLD consideration. 



SDIRC CHILD FIND 
PROCEEDURES

AGES 3-5, PARENT REQUEST FOR AN EVALUATION,  DISTRICT PROCEDURE FOR 

REQUESTING AN EVALUATION, GIFTED REQUESTS FOR EVALUATION, PRIVATE SCHOOL 

AND HOME SCHOOL EVALUATION REQUESTS, AND CHARTER SCHOOL EVALUATION 

REQUESTS



SDIRC CHILD 
FIND 

PROCEDURES 
AGES 3-5

• Request is received by the FDLRS/ Child 
find designee at the SDIRC PreK Office 
where it is dated and logged. 

• FDLRS/Child find designee schedules a 
developmental screening with the 
family. 

• Within 30 days of the screening, 
parental consent is obtained, and an 
evaluation is scheduled for those 
suspected of having a disability. 

• Initial evaluation must be completed 
within 60 calendar days. 



SDIRC CHILD 
FIND: 
PARENT 
REQUEST 
FOR AN 
EVALUATION

1. Within one week of request, school-based ESE RS schedules team 

meeting consisting of at least one of the student’s teachers, school 

psychologist, and a school-based administrator. 

2. Within two weeks of receipt of request, team shall meet to review           

existing information and determine whether to initiate a request for 

evaluation or recommend that a refusal to take specific action is being 

issued. 

a) Team decides to evaluate: RS makes & documents attempts to 

obtain parental consent for evaluation within 30 days of 

parent request. 

b) Team refuses to take specific action: school-based team shall         

provide pertinent information to the Director of ESE for 

review. 

1.When existing information does not support need for an 

evaluation, the school-based RS shall provide the parent with 

prior written notice in accordance with Rule 6A-6.03311, 

F.A.C., explaining its refusal to conduct the evaluation within 

one week after submitting to Director of ESE for review. 



SDIRC CHILD FIND: DISTRICT REQUEST FOR 
EVALUATION

• Students receiving Tier 2 targeted supports and evidence-based 

interventions not showing adequate growth may be referred to the 

Tier 3 Problem Solving team for review. 

• Students receiving sustained and substantial Tier 2 & Tier 3 supports 

and evidence-based interventions showing inadequate progress may 

be referred for an ESE evaluation by the Tier 3 Problem-Solving 

Team. Note: parents must be allotted the opportunity to 

participate in the Tier 3 Problem Solving process and updated on 

their student’s progress, regularly throughout the entire process.

• Documentation is reviewed by school-based team; the RS will 

make/document attempts to obtain parental consent for evaluation 

within 30 days of the school’s request for an evaluation.

• Initial evaluation must be completed within 60 calendar days.



SDIRC CHILD FIND: GIFTED 
REQUESTS FOR EVALUATION

• Referral is presented to the school-based RS (referral 

is stamped (date received) and logged in gifted 

request log).

• RS collects pertinent information from student’s 

teacher and information is reviewed by the school-

based team; team initiates appropriate forms in 

FOCUS.

• The Gifted Team reviews available data, results of 

screening, and need for services. If further evaluation 

is needed, the RS will obtain parental consent within 

30 days of the request. If no further evaluation is 

needed, screening is terminated and a stop 

screening letter is sent to the parents.

• Evaluation must be completed within a reasonable 

time set forth by team (usually within 60 calendar 

days) but not to exceed 90 school days. 



SDIRC CHILD FIND: PRIVATE AND HOME 
SCHOOL EVALUATION REQUESTS

➢ Requests are received by the designated ESE/SS district 

staff; request is stamped (date received), Program 

Specialist for Child Find is notified, and request is 

documented in Child Find Log.

➢ PS for Child Find contacts the lead school psychologist 

and assigned RS to alert them.

➢ Within 30 days of the receipt of evaluation request, RS 

makes/documents attempts to obtain parental consent, 

and an evaluation is scheduled for those suspected of 

having a disability.

➢ Initial evaluation must be completed within 60 calendar 

days.



SDIRC CHILD FIND: CHARTER SCHOOL EVALUATION 
REQUESTS

• Requests are received by the designated ESE/SS 

district staff; request is stamped (date received), 

Program Specialist for Child Find is notified, and 

request is documented in Child Find Log.

• PS for Child Find contacts the lead school 

psychologist .

• The evaluator will contact school team to review 

intervention data.

• Within 30 days of the receipt of evaluation 

request, the Charter RS/LEA makes/documents 

attempts to obtain parental consent, and an 

evaluation is scheduled for those suspected of 

having a disability.

• Initial evaluation must be completed within 60 

calendar days.



Q&A TIME



1

SCHOOL DISTRICT OF 

INDIAN RIVER COUNTY





So why do 
we teach as 
if all our 
students are 
the same?



What Should 
the 

Classroom 
Look Like?

“Culturally responsive teachers have unequivocal faith in the human dignity 

and intellectual capabilities of their students.” (Geneva Gay, 2000, pp. 43-

44) 







CULTURALLY



Practices Existing Implement
Outcome or 

Change

Socio-cultural 

consciousness

How are you 

influenced by 

Cultural 

differences?

Examine your 

way of thinking 

or current 

mindset

Recognize and 

confront biases

Attitude

How do you feel 

about culturally 

diverse 

students?

An affirming 

attitude impacts 

student learning

Schools and 

classrooms

become 

inclusive and 

diverse 

Commitment and 

Skills

Is  your school 

role  impacting 

diversity?

Confront 

barriers and 

develop skills for 

collaboration

Over time, 

schools will 

become more 

equitable

Knowledge of 

Student’s Life

How much do 

you really know 

about your 

students?

Teachers 

learning about a 

student’s past 

experiences

Recognizes 

multiple 

perspectives



Welcoming 

students by 

name

kkkk

Using eye 

contact 

with all 

students

Using 

Proximity and 

body 

language

Distribute 

student 

interest  

surveys to 

allow 

students to 

discuss 

positive 

experiences



For Our ELL students
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Multicultural Literature and 

A Print-Rich Classroom

Literacy can serve as a 
springboard providing students 
with access to multicultural 
literature and books. Reading 
lessons involving multicultural 
literature then to lessons involving 
written responses about 
multicultural experiences.  These 
reading and writing opportunities 
evoke a community of active 
learning inclusive of race, 
language and culture.



Ask students to 
share what 
happened to them 
on their way to 
school or about a 
particular event in 
their lives. Now, you 
have promoted 
cultural sensitivity.  
This prompt can be 
shifted to a writing 
activity.

High School teachers can include 

novels such as Night, by Elie Wiesel 

and learn about the Jewish culture 

and the Holocaust, or African-

American culture from authors such 

as Zora Neale Hurston, who lived in 

Florida and is buried in close by Ft. 

Pierce.                           



Describe and discuss 
the history of weaving 
in West Africa or the 
history of Navajo rugs.

Teachers can include questions 

about the geometric shapes. In order 

to address cultural sensitivity, asking 

students which particular shapes are 

commonly found in the works of the 

Navajo and Africa may be included.  

An enrichment activity may include 

the teacher bringing in examples of 

Navajo and Kente cloth patterns and 

reading children stories of African 

and Native Americans. 



Vero Beach Elementary (VBE) invited a bullying expert to 
heighten awareness regarding bullying.  Students received a 

log for two weeks and were asked to record their good 
deeds.  The frenzy emerged to students writing kind notes to 

friends, paying compliments to each other, but most of all, 
an awareness about each other’s background.

The good deed of a student living in a house near the beach 
with a yard and dog 

Does NOT

Look like the good deed of a student living in subsidized 
housing or an apartment without a yard



To maximize learning opportunities by gaining 
knowledge of students’ cultures represented 

in their schools and classrooms and 
transform this to content-based lessons by 

using instructional practices





www.FLDOE.org 

Least Restrictive Environment (LRE) 
and Distance Education 

1 

http://www.fldoe.org/


  2019-20 LEAs in Florida 

www.FLDOE.org 
2 

http://www.fldoe.org/


  

                
  

 

 

  2020-21 LEAs in Florida 

67 Traditional 
School Districts 

4 University Lab 
Schools 

(FAU, FSU, FAMU and UF) 

2 Specialty LEAs
(FSDB and FLVS) 

4 Charters 
(Lake Wales, South Tech, 

UCP and *KIPP) TOTAL 77 LEAs 

*New for 2020-21 

www.FLDOE.org 
3 

http://www.fldoe.org/


 

www.FLDOE.org 

LRE Requirements and Considerations 

4 

http://www.fldoe.org/


   
 

    
     

       
      

   

     
        

         
      

 

www.FLDOE.org 

Important Reminders for Providing Free 
Appropriate Public Education (FAPE) 

• Emergency Order 2020-EO-06 specifically addresses students with disabilities 
(SWDs) in Section (I)(d) of the requirements for Florida’s reopening plans. 
http://www.fldoe.org/core/fileparse.php/19861/urlt/DOE-2020-EO-06.pdf 

• The Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) (see 34 C.F.R. § 300.114) 
requires LEAs to give SWDs equal access to the same opportunities and 
programs that are offered to students without disabilities. 

• LRE is determined by the student’s Individual Educational Plan (IEP) team. 
Students are to be placed in the regular education environment and are only 
removed from this setting if the “nature or severity of the disability is such that 
education in regular classes with the use of supplementary aids and services 
cannot be achieved satisfactorily.” 

5 

http://www.fldoe.org/
http://www.fldoe.org/core/fileparse.php/19861/urlt/DOE-2020-EO-06.pdf


   

    
       

    
     

    

      
    

www.FLDOE.org 

Important Reminders for Providing FAPE 
(continued) 

• While the COVID-19 pandemic has not changed the individual’s right 
to LRE, it has changed how the general education system operates. 
These operational changes require school systems, in conjunction 
with IEP teams, to determine how they will maintain each individual 
student’s LRE in the new context in which they are operating. 

• Documentation on the provision of FAPE for each student is required 
to prove compliance with state and federal law. 

6 
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www.FLDOE.org 

IEP Team Decisions for Distance Learning 
• If the IEP team has determined there are no barriers to a 

student’s participation in distance learning option and all 
related services can be provided, there are no changes needed 
in the student’s IEP. 

• If the IEP team determines that the child’s participation in the
parent’s chosen option would not result in the provision of 
FAPE, it should be noted in the IEP and the district is required to
provide prior written notice consistent with the requirements of
34 C.F.R. § 300.503. (e.g., Student participates in distance
learning and some related services are provided virtually and 
some at school site, but parent refuses to make child available
in person.) 

• Changes to the IEP can be accomplished by convening an IEP
team meeting or by the parent and school agreeing in writing 
(34 C.F.R. § 300.321) to amend the IEP without a meeting. 

7 
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www.FLDOE.org 

IEP Reminders 
• All services on a student’s IEP must be provided. 
• No waiver of the requirement to provide services has been provided at

either the state or federal level. While the majority of services, including 
instruction and related services, can be provided virtually, professional
nursing services cannot. Arrangements must be made to provide these
services in person unless the parent will not allow the nurse to enter the
home or prefers to provide the required services themselves. 

• In these cases, written notice consistent with 34 C.F.R. § 300.503 must be
provided and an amendment must be made to the IEP, removing the 
services or stating that the services will be provided only when the student
is in the brick-and-mortar environment. 

8 

http://www.fldoe.org/


  

 
    

 
   

  
 

   
  

   
 

  
 

www.FLDOE.org 

Agreement Cannot be Reached Regarding
Placement 

• District must provide prior written notice of decision that 
meets all the requirements of 34 C.F.R. § 300.503 and Rule 
6A-6.0331, Florida Administrative Code (F.A.C.). 
• Per USDOE OSEP’s Q&A released June 30: “The Department 

believes that it would be appropriate to consider factors
such as the closure of public and school buildings and 
facilities, social distancing, and other health-related orders
during the pandemic in determining what constitutes a
reasonable time... Nevertheless, public agencies [school 
districts] should make every effort to ensure that written 
notice is provided as soon as possible prior to the 
proposed or refused action.” 

9 

http://www.fldoe.org/
https://www2.ed.gov/policy/speced/guid/idea/memosdcltrs/qa-procedural-safeguards-idea-part-b-06-30-2020.pdf


   

   

    

      
    

 

   
  

  www.FLDOE.org 

Written Notice of Refusal Must Include: 
• (1) A description of the action proposed or refused by the agency/district; 
• (2) An explanation of why the district proposes or refuses to take the

action; 
• (3) A description of each evaluation procedure, assessment, record, or 

report used as a basis for the proposed or refused action; 
• (4) A statement that the parents of a child with a disability have protection 

under the procedural safeguards of this part and, if this notice is not an
initial referral for evaluation, the means by which a copy of a description 
of the procedural safeguards can be obtained; 

• (5) Sources for parents to contact to obtain assistance in understanding; 
• (6) A description of other options that the IEP Team considered and the 

reasons why those options were rejected; and 
• (7) A description of other factors that are relevant to the district’s proposal

or refusal. 
Per 34 C.F.R. § 300.503 10 

http://www.fldoe.org/
https://sites.ed.gov/idea/regs/b/e/300.503/b/1
https://sites.ed.gov/idea/regs/b/e/300.503/b/2
https://sites.ed.gov/idea/regs/b/e/300.503/b/3
https://sites.ed.gov/idea/regs/b/e/300.503/b/4
https://sites.ed.gov/idea/regs/b/e/300.503/b/5
https://sites.ed.gov/idea/regs/b/e/300.503/b/6
https://sites.ed.gov/idea/regs/b/e/300.503/b/7


 

www.FLDOE.org 

Data Reporting for LRE 

11 
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Educational Environments 
1. Inside the regular classroom 80 percent or more of

the day 
2. Inside the regular classroom no more than 79 percent 

of the day but no less than 40 percent of the day 
3. Inside the regular classroom less than 40 percent of 

the day 
4. Separate school (public or private school for SWDs) 
5. Residential facility (public or private school for SWDs) 
6. Homebound or hospital 
7. Correctional facilities 
8. Parentally placed in private school 

12 
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www.FLDOE.org 

Least Restrictive Environment (LRE) 
• All state educational agencies (SEAs) are required to submit 

data on LRE placement by April 1, 2021. 

• All local educational agencies (LEAs) are required to submit 
data via the Student Information System (SIS) during Survey 2 
using date certain, which is October 9, 2020. 

• SWDs ages 6 – 21, State Performance Plan (SPP) Indicator 5 
**New** This now will include those students who are 5 years 
old and in kindergarten. 

• Early Childhood Settings for children with disabilities ages 3 – 5, 
SPP Indicator 6 **New** This will now exclude those students 
who are 5 years old and in kindergarten. 

13 
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www.FLDOE.org 

2020-21 Survey 2 dates for LRE reporting 

• October 5-9 FTE Survey 2 Week 

• October 16 Survey 2 is due 

• October 12-30 State Processing (data quality 
reports will be made available 
after this date) 

• December 15 Close of Survey 2 and due date 
for all corrections 

14 
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Required Formats and Data Elements 

Age is determined 
by comparing the 

birth date with the 
Friday of survey 

week. 

* Indicates key fields 
Source: 2020-21 FDOE Database Manuals www.FLDOE.org 

15 

http://www.fldoe.org/
http://www.fldoe.org/accountability/data-sys/database-manuals-updates/2020-21-student-info-system/exceptional-student.stml


      

Codes for Students Ages 3-5 
(excluding K who are age 5) 

Florida Department of Education, Information Database Requirements Volume I: 
2020-21 http://fldoe.org/core/fileparse.php/19879/urlt/2021-117525.pdf 

www.FLDOE.org 
16 
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www.FLDOE.org 

SPP Indicator 6A 
(majority of ESE services are provided in the 

classroom with at least 50 percent SWDs) 
The “K” code is the only code that is used for 6A 

For example: 
• Child is in public or private school for voluntary pre-kindergarten 

(VPK) and has an IEP that states 1 hour language therapy. The 
speech language pathologist (SLP) is “pushed in” to provide the 
related services to the child. 

• Full-time child with an IEP in a VPK classroom with a certified 
teacher for a pre-kindergarten ESE course code. 

The “M” code is not used because services are “pulled out” 
For example: 

• Child is in public or private school for VPK and has an IEP that states 
1 hour language therapy. The child is “pulled out” to receive services 
by the SLP. 

17 
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www.FLDOE.org 

SPP Indicator 6B 
(students placed in a separate classroom, school

or facility with 50 percent or more SWDs) 

The “B” code is used for a residential facility 
For example: 

• Residential school or residential medical facility on an in-patient basis 

The “L” code is used for a separate class or separate school 
For example: 

• Self-contained classroom 

The “J” code is used for children who do not attend an early childhood program 
but receive all of their related services for special education from a clinician or 
service provider. 

For example: 
• Parent or guardian transports the child for speech to school, library or 

other setting in the school or clinician’s office. 
18 
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Codes for Students 6-21 
(including K students who are age 5) 

Florida Department of Education, Information Database Requirements Volume I: 2020-21 
http://fldoe.org/core/fileparse.php/19879/urlt/2021-117525.pdf 

www.FLDOE.org 
19 
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http://fldoe.org/core/fileparse.php/19879/urlt/2021-117525.pdf


 

 
     
      

       

       
       

    
   

www.FLDOE.org 

Two Key Data Elements in the Calculation of LRE 

• Time with Non-Disabled Peers: 
The total amount of time that SWDs are with non-disabled peers, 
including time with school and work place peers. This should be reported 
in minutes per week. Include class time, lunch, recess and time between 
classes if this time is spent with non-disabled peers. 

• Time, Total School Week: 
The total amount of time a student with a disability is scheduled to attend 
school each week. Time should be reported in minutes per week. All 
scheduled time, i.e., class time, recess, lunch, and time between classes 
must be included in the total. 

20 
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www.FLDOE.org 

LRE and Federal Reporting
SWDs Ages 6 – 21 (including 5 year old K) 

Category 
Federal Reporting 

Authority 
Description IDEA Environment Code 

How Placement is 
Determined 

Regular Classroom EdFacts Inside regular class Z Time With Non-Disabled 
SPP Indicator 5A 80% or more of the day Peers divided by Time, 

Total School Week 

Resource Classroom EdFacts only Inside regular class Z Time With Non-Disabled 
(BEESS Indicator) 40%-79% of the day Peers divided by Time, 

Total School Week 

Special Classroom EdFacts Inside regular class Z Time With Non-Disabled 
SPP Indicator 5B < 40% of the day Peers divided by Time, 

Total School Week 
Separate School EdFacts • Separate school D, F and H By the IDEA Environmental 

SPP Indicator 5C • Residential facility Code 
• Homebound/Hospital 

Correctional Facilities EdFacts only Correctional facilities C By the IDEA Environmental 
(DJJ, county jails and Code 

state prisons) 
Parentally Placed in EdFacts only Private schools, McKay P By the IDEA Environmental 

Private Schools Scholarship recipients, Code 
and home education 

programs 

21 
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www.FLDOE.org 

IDEA Data Center Guidance on 
Distance Learning and LRE 

Bull, B., Thacker, C., Crain, D., and O’Hara, N. (2016, December). Online 
Learning and IDEA Educational Environments (Ages 6-21): Determining 
Educational Environments for Students With Disabilities (Version 1.0). 
IDEA Data Center. Rockville, MD: Westat. 
https://www.ideadata.org/sites/default/files/media/documents/2020-
07/Ed_Environments_White_Paper.pdf 

23 
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General Considerations 
When determining the educational environment of
individual SWD taking online courses, consider: 

a) If other students without disabilities are taking the 
course; 

b) Where the course is held; and 
c) If the SWD has been placed in a less restrictive setting by

the IEP team when engaged in online learning. 
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• Generally, when SWDs participate in online learning in a course open to students 
with and without disabilities—that is, the course is unrelated to the student’s 
disability—that online learning time should be considered time inside the regular 
classroom. 

• Generally, when students with disabilities spend time in an online learning 
environment with no specific requirement as to the location for participation— 
that is, students may participate in online learning at any location at their 
discretion to complete the class or program requirements—that online learning 
time should be considered time inside the regular classroom. 

• If there is a prescribed location where students must be while participating in 
online learning, whether this time is considered inside the regular classroom is 
based on the actual setting and whether the students who are participating in 
the prescribed location are students with or without disabilities. If both students 
with and without disabilities are enrolled in the online course, personnel should 
refer to state policy/guidance as to what constitutes the makeup of students with 
and without disabilities in a “regular classroom.” 

25 

http://www.fldoe.org/


      
       

    
      

   

       
      

  
       

      
    

www.FLDOE.org 

• Online learning course content does not determine the educational 
environment. The time in the online learning environment is determined to be 
time inside the regular classroom—or not—based on both the location where 
SWDs access the online course and the characteristics of other students who 
are, or may be, participating in the course. 

• When students spend more than 50 percent of their school day in a separate 
school for SWDs, regardless of their participation in other locations that may 
be less restrictive, the educational environment for the students is separate 
school. The same is true for residential facilities. Time spent in online learning 
for students in those placements would not change the more restrictive 
educational environment categories established by the IEP team. 
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• For students placed in homebound or hospital settings, correctional facility, or 
parentally placed in a private school, participation in online learning does not 
change these more restrictive educational environments that have been 
established by the IEP or services plan. 

• Students in these settings may participate in online learning, but time spent in 
online learning, even if that online learning time would be considered a regular 
class environment based on information shared in this document, would not 
change their educational environment for reporting purposes. They would be 
classified as being in homebound or hospital settings, correctional facility, or 
parentally placed in private school. 
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Florida-Specific Considerations 

Online and in-person classes have the same 
environmental definitions. 
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Learning Models 
• The structure of the learning models may differ depending on 

approved district reopening plans. 
• Synchronous 

• Live instruction for all courses occurring at the same time (online or in 
person) 

• Asynchronous 
• Not all instruction for the course occurs at the same time 

• Recorded instruction for students to access at a later time than the live session. 
• Students check in with teacher online, but work on their own assignments in their

own time. 
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General Considerations for Distance Learning 
Time Inside the “Regular Class” 

• Course content does not determine the educational environment. 
• SWD participates in distance learning. 

• If the SWD spends 80 percent or more of their school day in a class 
that has SWD and non-SWD, the environment would be “regular 
class.” 
• Access courses for SWDs are “setting neutral.” If the class contains both

SWDs and non-SWDs, the time would be considered time with non-
SWD inside the regular classroom, regardless of the course number. 

• The exception to this is students who are already in a separate
environment, e.g., hospital homebound, residential center, etc. as they
remain in “separate environment” regardless of time spent with non-
SWDs. 
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General Considerations for Distance Learning 
Time Inside the “Resource Class” 
• SWD participates in distance learning. 
• If the SWD spends 40-79 percent of their school

day in a regular class, the environment would be
“resource class.” 
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General Considerations for Distance Learning 
Time Inside the “Separate Class” 

• SWD participates in distance learning. 
• If the SWD spends less than 40 percent of their

school day in a regular class, the environment
would be “separate class.” 
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Considerations for Related Services 

• If a related service provider joins an online general 
education class and works in a small group that
includes SWDs and peers without disabilities, that
time would be counted toward time with their 
non-disabled peers. 
• If a related services provider works with an SWD 

individually or in a small group setting with all 
SWDs, that time would not be counted as time 
with their non-disabled peers. 
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Key Consideration: What are students 
without disabilities doing? 

• If SWDs in distance learning are doing what their non-
disabled peers are doing in the same class, e.g.,
asynchronous online learning, the time is counted as time in 
regular class with non-disabled peers. 
• Florida Virtual School counts LRE this way. 
• The exception to this is students who are already in a

separate environment, such as hospital homebound or
residential center. 
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Scenarios for Z Code Students 
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How to Calculate LRE 
Time With Non-Disabled Peers 

X 100 =   Percent of time with peers Time, Total School Week 
without disabilities 

Step 1: Determine Time, Total School Week 
• Use your school’s master bell schedule. This amount would 

apply to all students no matter the location of the student 
enrolled in your school. 

Step 2: Determine Time With Non-Disabled Peers 
• Calculate the number of minutes per week the student is 

receiving ESE services or is in class with only SWDs. 
• Subtract this amount from the Time, Total School week. 

Step 3: Calculate Percent of time with Non-Disabled Peers 
• Divide Total Time with Non-Disabled Peers by Time, Total 

School Week. 
• Multiply by 100. Source: Florida's SPP/APR Calculation Guide 
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Scenario #1 – Brick and Mortar 
A student with a disability participates with their peers without disabilities in a 
brick-and-mortar school for all of their classes, except math. This includes special 
area, lunch and also ELA using a virtual platform. The student is pulled out for 
instruction in math for 60 minutes daily with only SWDs in a virtual platform. The 
minutes in the school week are 1,650 minutes. 

Educational Environment Code = Z 
Time, Total School Week = 1,650 minutes 
Time with Non-Disabled Peers 

• Time spent with only SWD 
• Math (60 minutes X 5 days) = 300 

• Time with Non-Disabled Peers = 1650 – 300 = 1350 

Percent LRE = (1350 divided by 1650) X 100 = 81.8 percent 

Educational environment would be considered “Regular Classroom.” 
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Scenario #2 – Distance Learning 
A student with a disability attends school virtually with their non-disabled 
peers. The SLP provides small group support for ELA for 20 minutes per day in 
a virtual general education classroom made up of SWD and students without 
disabilities. The special education teacher provides small group support to 
only SWDs for 30 minutes in math each day. The minutes in the school week 
are 1,650 minutes. 

Educational Environment Code = Z 
Time, Total School Week = 1,650 minutes 
Time with Non-Disabled Peers 
• Time spent with only SWD 

• Math (30 minutes X 5 days) = 150 
• Time with Non-Disabled Peers = 1650 – 150 = 1500 

Percent LRE = 1500 divided by 1650 X 100 = 90 percent 

Educational environment would be considered “Regular Classroom.” 
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Scenario #3 – Distance Learning 
A student with a disability, on access points, participates in virtual instruction with a general 
education teacher and a special education teacher that includes students without disabilities 
for science and social studies. The SWD also attends special area or electives virtually 30 
minutes with their peers without disabilities. The special education teacher provides 
instruction with only SWDs virtually daily for ELA (90 minutes) and math (60 minutes). The SLP 
provides 30 minutes of speech therapy twice a week in a virtual setting with only SWDs. The 
minutes in the school week are 1,650 minutes. 

Educational Environment Code = Z 
Time, Total School Week = 1,650 minutes 
Time with Non-Disabled Peers 

• Time spent with only SWD 
• ELA and Math (90 + 60) minutes X 5 days = 750 
• SLP (30 minutes X 2 days) = 60 
• 750 + 60= 810 

• Time with Non-Disabled Peers = 1,650 – 810 = 840 

Percent LRE = (840 divided by 1,650) X 100 = 51 percent 

Educational environment would be considered “Resource Classroom.” 
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Scenario #4 – Distance Learning 

A student with a disability, on access points, attends virtual classes and 
therapy sessions with SWDs only. The student attends a general education 
class virtually to participate in special area or elective classes daily for 45 
minutes. The minutes in the school week are 1,650 minutes. 

Educational Environment Code = Z 
Time, Total School Week = 1,650 minutes 
Time with Non-Disabled Peers (45 x 5 days) = 225 
Percent LRE = (225 divided by 1650) X 100 = 13.6% 

Educational environment would be considered “Separate Classroom.” 
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Scenario #5 – Asynchronous 
A student with a disability is scheduled, based on the school’s master 
schedule, to participate with their peers without disabilities in an innovative 
option that includes both synchronous and asynchronous activities. The SWD 
is pulled out for speech with the SLP for 30 minutes daily with only SWDs in a 
virtual platform. The minutes in the school week are 1,650 minutes. 

Educational Environment Code = Z 
Time, Total School Week = 1,650 minutes 
Time spent with only SWD - Speech (30 minutes X 5 days) = 150 
Time with Non-Disabled Peers = 1650 – 150 = 1500 

Percent LRE = (1500 divided by 1650) X 100 = 90.9 percent 

Educational environment would be considered “Regular Classroom.” 
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Additional LRE Resources 
• Florida Department of Education, Bureau of Exceptional Student Education and 

Student Services (2016, January 15). Technical Assistance Paper: Least Restrictive 
Environment Considerations Related to Individual Educational Plans. 
https://info.fldoe.org/docushare/dsweb/Get/Document-7540/dps-2016-13.pdf 

• United States Department of Education, Office of Civil Rights, Office of Special
Education and  Rehabilitative Services (2020, March 20). Supplemental Fact Sheet: 
Addressing the Risk of COVID-19 in Preschool, Elementary and Secondary Schools 
While Serving Children with Disabilities. 
ttps://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/frontpage/faq/rr/policyguidance/Supple%
20Fact%20Sheet%203.21.20%20FINAL.pdf 

• United States Department of Education, Office of Special Education and Rehabilitative
Services, Office of Special Education Programs (2020, June 30). IDEA Part B Procedural 
Safeguards. https://www2.ed.gov/policy/speced/guid/idea/memosdcltrs/qa-
procedural-safeguards-idea-part-b-06-30-2020.pdf 

• IRIS Center Information Brief, Least Restrictive Environment. 
https://iris.peabody.vanderbilt.edu/wp-
content/uploads/pdf_info_briefs/IRIS_Least_Restrictive_Environment_InfoBrief_0925
19.pdf 
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RS Meeting 10/14/20 Pre-Test


The Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) (see 34 C.F.R. § 300.114) requires LEAs 
to give SWDs equal access to the same opportunities and programs that are offered to 
students without disabilities.

1.

True

False

All services on a student’s IEP must be provided even during COVID2.

True

False

All state educational agencies (SEAs) are required to submit data on LRE placement twice 
a year

3.

True

False

Time with Non-Disabled Peers: The total amount of time that SWDs are with non-disabled 
peers, including time with school and work place peers.

4.

This should be reported in minutes per week. Include class time, lunch, recess and time between classes if
this time is spent with non-disabled peers.



Number Pre-test Post-test Difference

1 90 93 3+

2 90 87 3-

3 25 38 13+

4 100 100 0

5 90 94 4+

6 42 75 33+

7 70 94 24+

8 81 88 7+

10.14.20 RS Question Breakdown
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